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     Mississippi KIDS COUNT begins its ninth year as the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s KIDS COUNT grantee for the state of Mississippi. 
The 2015 Fact Book focus is on education, with data visualizations and infographics in a format that provides ease in portraying data. While 
the rankings of Mississippi’s children on many fronts continue to lag behind the rest of the nation, it does not have to remain so. Not only 
can the future of Mississippi’s children change, it can change dramatically. The evidence is clear that the tide of negative health and 
educational outcomes for Mississippi’s children can be reversed by investing in quality early care and education. Conducting developmental 
screenings, providing appropriate interventions, decreasing chronic absenteeism, and promoting parent involvement are important 
determinants for increasing children’s success. 
     Mississippi KIDS COUNT also provides comprehensive and accurate information on demographics, health, education, safety, and the 
economic well-being of Mississippi’s children, families, and communities. We encourage you to visit the data center website 
(http://datacenter.kidscount.org/MS) for more specific county-level data.  
     In addition, Mississippi KIDS COUNT is increasingly involved in providing data for policy and decision makers. Additional grants from 
the Annie E. Casey Foundation and The Center for Mississippi Health Policy provided opportunities to conduct research on chronic 
absenteeism and developmental screenings, respectively. Results of this research will be available in early spring 2015. We are also grateful 
to the CREATE Foundation, the Gulf Coast Community Foundation, and the United Way of South Mississippi for sponsoring legislative 
luncheons in November in which KIDS COUNT speakers provided information relaying the importance of developmental screenings for 
the future of our children. Mississippi KIDS COUNT continues its commitment to the teens of Mississippi by co-sponsoring the Metro 
Jackson College Fair. In the last two years, over 6,000 high school students from across the state have had the opportunity to learn about 
the opportunities to attend college and to be motivated by speakers such as humanitarian and actor Hill Harper and MSU head football 
coach, Dan Mullen.  
     We welcome the opportunity to provide data and information on how to access data at the community and regional level. If you are 
interested in having members of our team visit your community, please contact us at: mskidscount@ssrc.msstate.edu or 662-325-8079. We 
also encourage you to follow us on Twitter and Facebook (www.facebook.com/MississippiKidsCount). It is a privilege to provide credible 
data to stakeholders in our state. Together we can make a difference.
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   It is my honor to present the eighth annual publication of the 
KIDS COUNT Databook — a report that consistently challenges 
and inspires us to move aggressively toward improved educational 
opportunities for the children of Mississippi. The theme of this 
edition revolves around early childhood education and its role in 
the quality of our education system — a subject of great importance 
to me. The state’s future economic well-being will rest on an 
educated citizenry, and by preparing children for school, we can 
have solid footing on the road to success.
   We can have initiatives that focus on reading, and we can 
implement high standards for learning. However, unless we provide 
every child in Mississippi with the opportunity to receive a 
high-quality early childhood education, we will not see the 
long-term improvement in student outcomes that can lift the state 
from the bottom of national rankings. I believe that a high-quality 
early childhood education can have a profound effect on the 
long-term improvement of public education in Mississippi, especially 
among children from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. That 
is why I am so passionate about expanding access to high-quality 
programs to all children, regardless of where they live or their 
parents’ income.
   Research confirms that early learning can make a difference. 
Recently, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommended that 
parents read aloud to their babies from birth. The group 
acknowledged the increased recognition that an important part of 
brain development occurs within the first three years of a child’s 
life, and that reading to children enhances vocabulary and other 
important communication skills.
   This was the first time the academy has officially weighed in on 
early literacy education. Reading, as well as talking and singing, is 
viewed as important in increasing the number of words that 
children hear in the earliest years of their lives. According to a 
federal government survey of children’s health, 60 percent of 
American children from families with incomes at least 400 percent 
of the federal poverty threshold — $95,400 for a family of four — 
are read to daily from birth to 5 years of age, compared with 
around a third of children from families living below the poverty 
line, $23,283 for a family of four. The pediatricians’ group hopes 
that by encouraging parents to read often and early, they may help 
reduce academic disparities between wealthier and low-income 
children as well as between racial groups. 
   An assistant professor of pediatrics at the University of Wisconsin 
School of Medicine and Public Health said this in a New York Times 
article: “If we can get that first 1,000 days of life right, we’re really 
going to save a lot of trouble later on and have to do far less 
remediation.” I totally agree with that statement. If we want to 
make a long-term impact on the future of Mississippi, we need to 
begin with early childhood education. Children who start school 
behind their peers have a difficult time meeting grade-level 
expectations and continue to struggle throughout their school 
years.
   I am pleased the state has taken the first-step toward funding 
prekindergarten programs through the early learning collaboratives. 
The purpose of the Early Learning Collaborative Act is to provide 
funding to local communities to establish, expand, support and 
facilitate the successful implementation of quality early childhood 
education and development services. The Mississippi Board of 
Education supports continued and increased funding of this initiative 
to further this work.

   I believe that early childhood programs should be expanded in 
our public schools as well for the benefit of students whose 
parents cannot afford private facilities. Every option should be 
made available to provide the maximum opportunity for every 
student to be prepared for school. If we expect our students to 
read on grade level by the 3rd grade, which we should, then we 
need to make sure we prepare them for success in kindergarten 
and beyond.
   For the first time, all entering kindergarten students were given a 
school readiness assessment this year. The data collected will 
identify children who may need additional supports and those who 
are ready to be challenged. Ensuring our classrooms are rich with 
print, vocabulary and hands-on experiences will help all students 
grow academically.
   New research shows that learning gaps emerge as early as 18 
months, fueling a push for better and more expansive 
prekindergarten programs across the country. The research by a 
psychologist at Stanford University, which was published in 2013, 
showed that at 18 months children from wealthier homes could 
identify pictures of simple words they knew — “dog” or “ball” — 
much faster than children from low-income families. By age 2, the 
study found, affluent children had learned 30 percent more words 
in the intervening months than the children from low-income 
homes.
   Improving education in Mississippi won’t solely rest on 
high-quality early education. To raise student achievement, it will 
take hard work, collaboration, innovation and a network of 
support that includes school leaders, teachers, parents and 
communities. I often say that Mississippi does not have the 
monopoly on students who come from low-income backgrounds. 
There are pockets of poverty across the country, and while 
Mississippi has a higher percentage of children in poverty than 
many states, they are no less capable of achievement. What this 
powerful and persuasive Mississippi KIDS COUNT report tells us 
is that we must continue to advance public education to improve 
the quality of life in our state. Our students deserve the best 
opportunities to grow and thrive, and the earlier we provide those 
opportunities, the better for our students and state.

Carey M. Wright, Ph.D
State Superintendent of Education



Each year the Annie E. Casey Foundation ranks states according to sixteen indicators of child well-being. 
Mississippi is traditionally ranked 50th. What would have to change to move Mississippi to number one?

Carey M. Wright, Ph.D
State Superintendent of Education
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WHAT WOULD IT TAKE?
FOR MISSISSIPPI TO GO FROM 
FIFTIETH TO NUMBER ONE IN 
CHILD WELL-BEING 

INDICATORS:

  

 

CHILDREN IN POVERTYA (2012)

CHILDREN NOT COVERED BY 
HEALTH INSURANCE (2012)

AMOUNT OF STUDENTS NOT GRADUATING 
ON TIME (2011-2012)

FOURTH GRADERS WHO SCORED BELOW 
PROFICIENT IN READING (2013)

 

 

CHILD & TEEN DEATH RATE PER 100,000B (2010)

CHILDREN LIVING IN HIGH-POVERTY AREASC (2008-2012)

CHILDREN LIVING IN SINGLE PARENT HOMES (2012)

HOUSEHOLD HEAD LACKS A HIGH 
SCHOOL DIPLOMA (2012)

TEENS 12 TO 17 WHO ABUSED DRUGS OR ALCOHOL 
IN THE PAST (2011-2012) 

 

CHILDREN IN HOUSEHOLDS THAT SPEND MORE THAN 
30% OF INCOME ON HOUSING (2012) 

LOW-BIRTHWEIGHT BABIES (2012)

EIGHTH GRADERS WHO SCORED BELOW PROFICIENT 
IN MATH (2013)

HOUSEHOLDS WITH PARENTS WHO HAVE NO
FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT (2012)

WHERE WE ARE

35%

7%

32%

79%

38

28%

49%

14%

6%

35%

12%

79%

40%

13%

7%

53%

17 

1%

20%

5%

5%

16%

6%

45%

19%

TO BE #1

Analysis conducted by the Population Reference Bureau and The Annie E. Casey Foundation/KIDS COUNT  
AIncome below $23,283 for a family of two adults and two children in 2012
BDeaths per 100,000 children ages 1 to 19
CCensus tracts with poverty rates ≥ 30%

DATA NOTES



Children living in poverty are more likely to experience 
two or more adverse experiences. Adverse 
experiences include the following: socioeconomic 
hardship, divorce/separation of parent, death of parent, 
witness to domestic violence, victim of neighborhood 
violence, victim of discrimination, and living with 
individuals with poor mental health and/or substance 
problems. Compared to the nation as a whole, children 
in Mississippi are more likely to have two or more of 
these experiences.

EARLY CHILDHOOD ENVIRONMENT

Federal Poverty Level 

TWO OR MORE ADVERSE EXPERIENCES, 2011/121

EARLY CHILDHOODTHE
STATE

OF

THE IMPACT OF FAMILY INCOME ON FUTURE HEALTH 

Well-being

This figure shows the percent reduction 
in odds of health conditions in adulthood 
for every $3,000 annual increase in family 
income during early childhood (prenatal 
to age 5). These results suggest that the 
economic conditions of early childhood 
shape future health outcomes. 

Obesity Hypertension Arthritis

Re
du

ct
io

n 
in

 O
dd

s

Work 
Limitations

20%

29%

45%

33%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

0%

REDUCTION IN ODDS OF 
ADULT HEALTH CONDITIONS2

-Jack Shonkoff, M.D., Center on the Developing Child at 
Harvard University
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CATEGORIES OF SCORES DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING 
RESULTS BASED ON ASQ-3

With the advent of state-funded Pre-K Collaborative programs, the Center for Mississippi Health Policy funded a 
pilot study to determine the developmental levels of children enrolled in the program. Developmental screenings 
were conducted using the Ages & Stages Questionnaires, Third Edition (ASQ-3™). This included the following five 
domains of child development: communication, problem-solving, gross motor, fine motor, and personal-social skills. 

MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENINGS

6

-Susan Buttross, M.D., FAAP
Professor of Pediatrics, UMMC

Chief, Division of Child Development and Behavioral Pediatrics

ON TARGET

Indicates typical development and follow-ups 
occur at routine intervals

MONITORING

More frequent periodic screenings are 
needed to catch any delays that may not be 
evident in a single screening, along with 
activities that parents and teachers can use 
to encourage the child’s development

REFERRAL

Indicates that the child needs a thorough, 
comprehensive assessment to determine the 
reason(s) for the delay and what other 
services may be needed

52%

24% 24%

On Target Monitoring Referral



Prior to 2014, Mississippi was one of nine states with no state-funded Pre-K program. The Early Learning 
Collaborative Act of 2013 created the first state-funded Pre-K program in Mississippi. The inaugural round of 
funding appropriated $3 million for 11 collaboratives throughout the state.4 Serving 1,789 students, this still 
leaves approximately 39,000 four year olds without access to public Pre-K. 

- Began in 2005/06 SY 
$4.3 million in funding
57 classrooms/ 1,026 students

- As of 2014/15 SY 
$38.4 million in funding
408 classrooms/ 7,344 students

- Began in 2014/15 SY
$3 million in funding
11 collaboratives/ 1,789 students

MISSISSIPPI’S PRE-K COLLABORATIVES

 38,944
With 40,733 four year olds in MS5 Even with this new Pre-K capacity 

were enrolled in a Pre-K collaborative 
in the 2014/15 SY

four year olds are left without 
access to state funded, public Pre-K

ONLY 1,789 

EARLY CHILDHOODTHE
STATE

OF

PRE-K IN MISSISSIPPI

Pre-K
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ALABAMA SCHOOL 
READINESS ALLIANCE6

ALABAMA
MISSISSIPPI EARLY 
LEARNING COLLABORATIVE4

MISSISSIPPI

Collaborative locations



Pre-K for
Low Income Kids

Pre-K

ACADEMIC BENEFITS9 LONG TERM BENEFITS9

2.08 x less likely to be 
arrested for a misdemeanor
2.14 x less likely to be 
arrested for a felony

36% of Pre-K attendees own a 
home by age 27 compared to 13% 
of non-attendees

ADVANTAGES OF PRE-K

$14

$12.30

$7

$8.40

Mississippi Spends
Approximately

per student/yr

$1,700 

Adequate 
Pre-K Costs7

per student/yr

$5,741 

High Quality 
Pre-K Costs7

 per student/yr

$9,076

Pre-K

RETURN FOR EVERY 
DOLLAR INVESTED IN 
PRE-K (PER CHILD)8
Projections for 2010-2050

Pre-K

No Pre-K

Ready for School at Age 5

67%

28%

Graduate High School

77%

60%

Attend Four Year College

36%

13%

8

Repeating Kindergarten 
or 1st grade 

= $382 million
in costs to Mississippi, 1999-2008

4 x more likely to 
earn $2,000 + more/month



LITERACY
In 2013 the Mississippi legislature passed Senate Bill 2347, Mississippi’s Third Grade Literacy Promotion Act 
designed to improve student reading skills beginning in kindergarten and extending through third grade so that 
students can transition from “learning to read” to “reading to learn.”10 Every school district is required to 
provide intensive, research-based reading instruction and must identify and provide intervention for students 
with a reading deficiency. Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, students whose deficiency is not remedied 
by the end of the third grade will not be promoted. When a student is identified with a reading deficiency, 
supplemental services will be provided.     

THE
STATE

OF State Policies & MCT2 Testing

9

3RD GRADE LITERACY PROMOTION ACT

WHY EARLY LITERACY IS IMPORTANT12

Increases enrollment in college

BUT GRADE RETENTION PREDICTS13-14

Improves high school 
graduation rate

An increase in high school 
dropout rate

Slower socio-emotional 
growth 

Future unemployment

Third grade reading proficiency 
predicts eighth grade reading 
proficiency

THE HEALTH DETERMINANTS OF EARLY SCHOOL SUCCESS

READING SUCCESS BY THE END OF THIRD GRADE
SOURCE: THE CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING11

MORE  CH I LDREN  

R EADY  
FOR  K INDERGARTEN

Summer food programs keep 
kids healthy when school is 

out

Physical activity helps 
children pay attention and 

learn

MORE  CH I LDREN  

A T TEND ING  
SCHOOL  REGULARLY

Managing children’s 
asthma helps them reduce 

absences

Breakfast in the classroom 
improves attendance and 

learning

MORE  CH I LDREN  

L EARN ING  
IN  THE  SUMMER

Screenings catch developmental, 
hearing and vision problems before 

they interfere with learning

Social and emotional 
development builds curiosity 

and supports learning
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Minimal

Proficient

Basic

Advanced

16%

18%

35%

32%

It costs about $10,297 to retain one student.16 

Fund the Early Learning 
Collaboratives

(242 Pre-K programs)

22 x OverTHAT IS 
ENOUGH TO

Fund as many as

students through 4 years of college*

2,752

In 1997, the Mississippi legislature adopted the Adequate Education Program (MAEP) as a statutory formula to 
ensure that every Mississippi student regardless of the district where he/she lives is afforded an adequate education 
opportunity. The formula allocation plus add-on programs such as special education, gifted education, vocational 
education, transportation services and alternative school programs make up the total MAEP District funding. The 
majority of MAEP funds pay teacher salaries. MAEP has been fully funded twice (FY 2004 and FY 2008).

MISSISSIPPI ADEQUATE EDUCATION PROGRAM (MAEP)

$0M

$2,000

$2,100

$2,200

$2,300

$2,400

*Based on average MS in-state tuition of 6,115/yr17

3RD GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS MCT2 
SCORES, 2013/1415



LITERACYTHE
STATE

OF Kindergarten Readiness & Absenteeism
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AVERAGE K-READINESS BY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

THE FALL 2014 READINESS BENCHMARK = 530

Star Literacy Classification Levels:
1. EMERGENT  2. TRANSITIONAL 3. PROBABLE

EMERGENT (300-674)
Early Emergent Reader (330-487): 
Understands printed text has meaning, 
can identify colors, shapes, letters, and 
numbers.

Late Emergent Reader (488-674): 
Identify letters of alphabet, “read” 
picture books, and can read favorite 
books with an adult.

TRANSITIONAL (675-774)
Mastered alphabet skills and letter 
sounds, can blend sounds and word 
parts to read simple words.

PROBABLE (775-900)
Recognizes words, spends less time 
sounding out words and more time 
understanding what is being read.

445-468

493-515

No Data

469-492

516-553

This is the score that is recommended on the state 
kindergarten readiness assessment at the beginning of 
kindergarten. Research indicates that 85% of students scoring 
530 or higher at the beginning of kindergarten are proficient in 
reading at the end of grade 3. Students with a score below 530 
usually need additional support. The state average on the 
assessment was 501, which is below the readiness benchmark.19 

Highest Averages

Oxford                
Tunica County
Franklin County
Clinton
Enterprise
Long Beach 
Quitman
Lafayette

553
552
547
544
540
535
534
533

Lowest Averages

Kosciusko
Durant
Canton
Yazoo City
Greenwood
Amite   
Holmes
North Panola

445
447
447
448
448
455
456
458
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CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM PERCENT OF STUDENTS CHRONICALLY 
ABSENT BY SCHOOL DISTRICT

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM PREDICTS:

PERCENT OF MISSISSIPPI STUDENTS 
CHRONICALLY ABSENT BY GRADE 2013/14 SY

2.97%-10.42%

13.64%-17.54%

10.43%-13.63%

17.55%-25.96%

• Definition: Percentage of students who missed 10% 
or more of the school year, including excused and 
unexcused absences (about 18 days in a 180-day school 
year).20

 
• During the 2013/14 school year, 15% of Mississippi 
students were chronically absent (excluding special 
education).21 

• Average Daily Attendance (ADA) masks attendance 
problems. For instance, during the 2013/14 school 
year, the ADA for the Jackson Public school district 
was 94% while 16% of the students were chronically 
absent. 
 

Chronic absenteeism rates start high in 
kindergarten and decrease through 
elementary school years. They begin to 
increase again in middle school and 
climb throughout high school. During 
the 2012-2013 school year, 14% of 
kindergarteners, 15% of 8th graders, 
and 36% of 12th graders were 
chronically absent.

LOWER ACADEMIC 
PERFORMANCE IN GRADE ONE

LOWER ACHIEVEMENT SCORES

REPEATING GRADES

FUTURE CHRONIC 
ABSENTEEISM

K

14%

1

10%

2

8%

3

8%

4

8%

5

9%

6

11%

7

14%

8

15%

9

21%

10

24%

12

36%

11

26%



$31K 

$34K

$36K

$39K

STARTING 
SALARY BY 
STATE, 
2012/1324

TEACHERS BY YEARS OF FULL 
TIME EXPERIENCE, 2011/1223

10.3%

41%30.5%

18.2%

Teachers & Schools

Research supports that smaller 
class sizes (≤ 18) benefit 
academic achievement, student 
retention, and classroom 
behavior, particularly in early 
grades (K-3).22

HIGHEST DEGREE EARNED, 2011/1223

MS

US

0% 100%80%20% 60%40%

Percent of teachers

5.1%35.2%54.4%5.3%

3.8% 39.9% 47.7% 8.7%

Less than Bachelor’s

Master’s

Bachelor’s

Doctorate

Teachers in Mississippi on average have fewer years of experience than 
the nation as a whole and have lower starting salaries than their 

counterparts in surrounding states. 

<3

10 to 20

3 to 9

20+

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE, 2011/12*

22 students per class 23 students per class

21 students per class 27 students per class

MS

US

Elementary23 Secondary23

*Findings based on survey by National Center for Education Statistics  

EDUCATIONTHE
STATE

OF

13



total educational spending, 2012/13 SY

51%

33%

16%

WHERE DID IT COME FROM?27

State

Local

Federal

HOW WAS IT SPENT?27

59%

6%

14%

9%

1%
11%

Non-Revenue Transactions

Instructional Support

Noninstructional Support

Equipment

Instruction 

Administration

$4.6 BILLION

CRITICAL TEACHER SHORTAGES25

INCENTIVES FOR 
TEACHERS MAY INCLUDE

SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH
CRITICAL SHORTAGES

Tuition

Books

Housing 

Mentoring

Moving costs

MISSISSIPPI EXCELLENCE
IN TEACHING PROGRAM

METP is a collaboration between the 
University of Mississippi and Mississippi 
State University to attract high school 
seniors who want to become English and 
Math teachers in Mississippi. In exchange 
for a five year commitment to teach in 
Mississippi, students receive full 
scholarships for up to four years and a 
variety of other benefits. 

For more information visit metp.org 

To address this issue, a 
number of incentives 
and scholarships have 
been made available 
through HB 609, the 
Mississippi Critical 
Teacher Shortage Act. 

More than ¼ of 
Mississippi’s school 
districts are facing a 
shortage of qualified 
math and science 
teachers. These 
shortage areas are 
highly concentrated 
in Delta counties. 

MISSISSIPPI SPENT LESS 
PER STUDENT THAN 
OTHER STATES IN 201226

$8,164

$11,379
$8,562

MISSISSIPPI

LOUISIANA

ALABAMA

TENNESSEE$8,294

14



OVERALL
CLASS OF 2012*

BY RACE BY GENDER

Educational Attainment for People in Mississippi
 Ages 25 to 34 (2013)

GRADUATION RATE29

HIGH SCHOOL BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE DIPLOMA

Projected Lifetime Earnings

Asian 91.8%

Black 69.5%

Hispanic 78.6%

Native American 69.0%

White 82.1%

81.5%69.4%
Male Female

EDUCATION PAYS30-31

$2,422,000 $1,371,000
54%

14%

10%

15%7% Graduate Degree

Bachelor's Degree

Associate's Degree

High School Diploma or GED

Not a High School Graduate

*For public schools

EDUCATIONTHE
STATE

OF Students

WHO ARE MISSISSIPPI’S STUDENTS?28

Public School Private School

White Black Other

50%46%

4%
9%

87%

3%

Number of Students Enrolled, 2011/12

Public Schools

Private Schools

490,619 in 1,087 schools

45,443 in 197 schools

Children in
Title I Schools

70%

Eligible for 
Free/Reduced Lunch

71%

Public Schools

15



2
+2
4

Math Science

a
b
c

English Reading Composite

Mississippi

United States

18.6

20.5

18.3

21.1

18.9

21.3

18.7

20.9

18.7

21.1

Highest Averages

Oxford                
Ocean Springs       
Pass Christian      
Madison      
Long Beach       
Clinton
Corinth
Jackson County

21.9
21.4
 21.3
 21.3
21.2
21.2
20.9

 20.9

Lowest Averages

Coahoma AHS
Claiborne County 
Shaw  
Yazoo City
Holmes County
Benoit   
Okolona Separate
Oktibbeha County

15.2
15.2
15.1
15.0
14.9
14.8
14.6
14.6

ACT SCORES BY SCHOOL DISTRICT, 2012/1332
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19.8 - 21.9

18.1 - 19.7

16.4 - 18.0

14.6 - 16.3

No Data

14.6 - 16.3

16.4 - 18.0

No Data

18.1 - 19.7

19.8 - 21.9



BIRTHS THAT
WERE PREMATURE

CHILDREN IN POVERTY

RECEIVING 
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION

CHILDREN LIVING
IN SINGLE PARENT HOME

ADULTS WHO COULD  
NOT SEE A DOCTOR

BIRTHS WITH
LOW-BIRTHWEIGHT

TEEN PREGNANCY RATE
PER 1,000 (ages 15-19)

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

INDICATORS:

2012

2013

2014

2009-2013

2006-2012

2012

2012

2013

YEAR

16.9%

34%

21.9%

45.2%

19.9%

11.6%

53.1

8.6%

14.9%

35.4%

23.4%

42.3%

18.7%

10.1%

52.6

7.9%

24

36

52

33

23

25

32

3 & 4  YEAR OLDS 
ENROLLED IN PRE-K 

CHILD POPULATION

INSTANCES OF CHILD
ABUSE & NEGLECT

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
(ages 25+)

2009-2013

2009-2013

2014

2009-2013

51.4%

748,496

6,323

81.5%

34%

46,674

559

85.6%

73

NR

NR

8

15

MS HARRISON COUNTY RANK

•Rank states, counties, and school districts on various 
indicators of child well-being, including demographics, 
education, economic well-being, family and community, 
health, and safety and risky behaviors.

•Generate customized visuals, such as maps, line graphs,
and bar graphs to show how Mississippi’s children fare
across the state and over time. 

•Feature maps and graphs on your own website or blog
that are automatically updated when new data is available. 

•Download raw data.
•View and share data quickly and easily anytime and 
anywhere with the enhanced mobile site for smartphones 
(mobile.kidscount.org).

SCAN TO VIEW
COUNTY DATA

HIGHLIGHTING HARRISON COUNTY
Mississippi KIDS COUNT maintains over 70 indicators on the KIDS COUNT Data Center website for all 82 counties and 152 
school districts in Mississippi.  This table of Harrison County is a small example of the current data available. Counties are ranked 
according to the favorability of the outcome so that the “best” county is ranked 1st and the “worst” county is ranked 82nd.

LOOKING FOR COUNTY-LEVEL DATA? 
VISIT HTTP://WWW.DATACENTER.KIDSCOUNT.ORG/MS 

17



18

REFERENCES
1. Child and Adolescent Health Measurement Interactive (CAHMI). (n.d.). National Survey of Children’s Health, 2011/2012. Retrieved from http://www.childhealthdata.org/browse/survey

2. Duncan, G. J., Kalil, A., & Ziol-Guest, K. M. (2013). Early childhood poverty and adult achievement, employment, and health. Family Matters, 93, 27-35. 

3. Family and Children Research Unit, Social Science Research Center, Mississippi State University. (2015). 2014-2015 Early Learning Collaboratives Developmental Screenings [Data �le]. 

4. Mississippi First. (2015). Early learning in Mississippi. Retrieved from http://www.mississippi�rst.org/education-policy/pre-kindergarten/early-learning-mississippi/

5. United States Census Bureau. (2014). Child population by single ages [Data �le]. Retrieved from the KIDS COUNT Data Center website: http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/100-child-

population-by-single-age?loc=26&loct=2#detailed/2/26/false/36,868,867,133,38/42,43,44,45,46,47,48,49,50,51,52,53,54,55,56,57,58,59,60,61/418

6. Alabama School Readiness Alliance. (2014). History of funding for �rst class, Alabama’s state funded pre-k program. Retrieved from http://www.alabamaschoolreadiness.org/about-us/?pageID=3

7. Gault, B., Mitchell, A. W., Williams, E., Dey, J., & Sorokina, O. (2008). Meaningful investments in pre-k: Estimating the per-child costs of quality programs. Retrieved from 

http://www.niusileadscape.org/docs/FINAL_PRODUCTS/LearningCarousel/meaningfulinvestmentsbrief_may2008.pdf

8. Southern Education Foundation (SEF). (2010). Miles to go Mississippi: Pre-kindergarten: Time to begin. Retrieved from http://www.southerneducation.org/getattachment/a4b47a89-e577-

4d11-b648-b1c7c36006f3/2010-Miles-to-Go-Mississippi-Pre-K-Time-to-Begin.aspx 

9. Urban Child Institute. (n.d.). Pre-k matters: Exploring the impact of pre-kindergarten on children and their communities. Retrieved from 

http://www.urbanchildinstitute.org/sites/all/�les/UCI_Infographic_Pre-K_Matters.pdf

10. Mississippi Department of Education (MDE). (2014, September 26). Special Education Leadership Institute, Literacy-based promotion act update [Powerpoint slides]. Retrieved from 

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/sped-powerpoints-page/3rd-Grade-Reading-Gate.pdf?sfvrsn=2

11. The Campaign for Grade Level Reading. (n.d.) Healthy readers infographic. Retrieved from http://gradelevelreading.net/healthy-readers-resources-guides/healthyreadersinfographic

12. Lesnick, J., Goerge, R. M., Smithgall, C., & Gwynne, J. (2010). A longitudinal analysis of third-grade students in Chicago in 1996-97 and their educational outcomes. Report submitted to the Annie E. 

Casey Foundation. Retrieved from the Chapin Hall website: http://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/�les/Reading_on_Grade_Level_111710.pdf

13. Jimerson, S. R., Egeland, B.,  Sroufe, L. A.,  & Carlson, E. (2000).  A prospective longitudinal study of high school dropouts: Examining multiple predictors across development.  Journal of School 

Psychology, 38, 525-549. doi:10.1016/S0022-4405(00)00051-0

14. Jimerson, S. R. (2001). Meta-analysis of grade retention research: Implications for practice in the 21st Century. School Psychology Review, 3, 420-437. 

15. Mississippi Department of Education (MDE). (2014). Mississippi Curriculum Test, 2nd Edition [Data �le]. Retrieved from http://reports.mde.k12.ms.us/data/

16. Rose, S., & Schimke, K. (2012). Third grade literacy policies: Identi�cation, intervention, retention. Retrieved from http://�les.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED535949.pdf

17. National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). (2014). Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System. Retrieved from http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/ 

18. Parent’s Campaign. (2014). Public schools underfunded $1.3 billion in 6 years. Retrieved from http://www.msparentscampaign.org/education-funding

19. Mississippi Department of Education (MDE). (2014). Kindergarten readiness assessment results. Retrieved from http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/student-assessment/k-readiness-

results-public_20141021113851_378676.pdf?sfvrsn=2

20. Attendance Works. (2014). The attendance imperative: How states can advance achievement by reducing chronic absence. Retrieved from http://www.attendanceworks.org/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2013/09/AAM-Policy-Brief-091214-2.pdf

21. Mississippi Department of Education (MDE). (n.d.) Chronic absenteeism, 2013-14 school year [Data �le]. 

22. Center for Public Education. (n.d.). Class size and student achievement: Research review. Retrieved from http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Organizing-

a-school/Class-size-and-student-achievement-At-a-glance/Class-size-and-student-achievement-Research-review.html

23. National Center for Education Statistics. (2013). Digest of Education Statistics [Table 209.30]. Retrieved from http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/2013menu_tables.asp

24. National Education Association. (2013). Average starting teacher salary by state [Data �le]. Retrieved from http://www.nea.org/home/2012-2013-average-starting-teacher-salary.html

25. Mississippi Department of Education. (n.d.). Critical shortage areas. Retrieved from http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/teacher-center/critical-shortage-areas

26. United States Census Bureau. (2012). Public elementary—Secondary education �nance data [Data �le]. Retrieved from http://www.census.gov/govs/school/

27. Mississippi Department of Education. (2014). Superintendent’s annual report: School year 2012-2013. Retrieved from http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/federal-

programs/superintendent-annual-report-2014-version3.pdf?sfvrsn=2

28. National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). (2012). National assessment of educational progress: State pro�les: Mississippi. Retrieved from http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/states/

29. Mississippi Department of Education (MDE). (n.d.) 4-year district-level completion rates: 2008/2009 cohort [Data �le]. Retrieved from http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/dropout-prevention-and-

compulsory-school-attendance/dropout-graduation-rate-information/2008-2009-dropout-graduation-rate-information

30. United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS). (n.d.). Educational attainment of population ages 25 to 34: 2013. [Table B15001]. Retrieved from 

http://www.fact�nder2.census.gov

31. U.S. Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, United States Census Bureau. (2012). Work-life earnings by �eld of degree and occupation for people with a bachelors 

degree: 2011. Retrieved from http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/acsbr11-04.pdf

32. Mississippi Department of Education (MDE). (2013). ACT – graduating class [Data �le]. Retrieved from http://reports.mde.k12.ms.us/data/



The Mississippi KIDS COUNT program is made possible, in part, through grants from the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation and Mississippi State University's Division of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Veterinary Medicine. This work is carried out through the Family and Children Research 
Unit, a division of the Social Science Research Center.

www.KIDSCOUNT.ssrc.msstate.edu

www.facebook.com/
MississippiKidsCount

@mskidscountwww.youtube.com/
mississippiKIDSCOUNT

You Tube

www.pinterest.com/
MSKIDSCOUNT


