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MississipPl STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

March 22, 2016

Ms. Kishia L. Powell, P.E., Director
Department of Public Works

City of Jackson

200 S. President Street

Jackson, Mississippi 39201

RE: System Status with February 12, 2016, Compliance Plan for Lead and the Mississippi State
Department of Health’s Response to the City of Jackson’s Request for Extensions

Dear Ms. Powell:

This letter documents progress on the items set forth in the February 12, 2016, Compliance Plan for the
City of Jackson (MS025008) and responds to your request for extensions that were received March 21,
2016. The water quality parameter results submitted for March 14, 2016, indicated better corrosion
control values in the parts of the city served by the city wells; however, results from areas served by the
surface water plants continue to show corrosive water. It is paramount that activities leading to further
optimization of the surface water system are conducted in compliance with or ahead of this modified
Compliance Plan for the benefit of the customers of the City of Jackson water system. Below is a
summary of current Compliance Plan activities and the adjusted dates and activities in response to your
extension request. Updated dates are in bold.

e Must identify an individual or firm providing professional engineering service ...

The City identified Phillip Gibson, P.E., with Trilogy Engineering as the individual providing
professional engineering services to the City of Jackson for drinking water matters. It is our
understanding that an initial procurement process to obtain these professional services was rejected
by the City Council but that administration planned to continue efforts to retain Mr. Gibson to serve
in this capacity. If this information needs to be updated, you must notify the Director of the Bureau
of Public Water Supply in writing within two working days of receipt of this letter.

e Must provide the required Public Education pamphlet to all City of Jackson Water System
customers no later than February 29, 2016.

Completed
e  Must provide the required Public Education pamphlet to all Child Care Centers, Head Start
Centers, Schools, Healthcare Facilities and any other locations where the City of Jackson is aware

of children in congregate settings no later than February 19, 2016.

Completed
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e Must submit an engineer-designed corrosion control study and plan for optimization of water
treatment for the City of Jackson Water System to the Director of the MSDH Bureau of Public
Water Supply on or before April 4, 2016.

Your request for extension of the April 4, 2016, deliverable deadline is granted. The new date for
delivering an engineer-designed corrosion control study and plan for optimization of water
treatment to the MSDH Director of the Bureau of Public Water Supply will be on or before April 18,
2016. Again, it is paramount that activities leading to further optimization of the surface water
system are conducted in compliance with or ahead of this modified Compliance Plan for the benefit
of the customers of the City of Jackson water system.

e Must submit a map with all samples for the 01/01/2016-06/30/2016 monitoring period plotted
with delineation between lead detections and non-detections.

The map was received on March 16, 2016. Upon review, sampling points identified on the map
need to be further clarified. The legend and points identify lead exceedances and lead non-detects,
but do not indicate lead sites with values above the detection limit but below the lead action level.
While it is important that the city include copper sampling as part of their Lead/Copper Site Plan,
please remove any copper information from the requested map on lead detections and non-
detections. Once corrections are made, further review will be necessary to work with the City to
best determine ongoing water quality parameter (WQP) testing locations.

e Update the City of Jackson Water System Lead/Copper Site Plan.

The Lead/Copper Site Plan map submitted is not complete and includes sites that are not Tier 1
sites. As a reminder, Tier 1 sites should be given top priority. Tier 2 and Tier 3 sites can only be used
in the absence of a sufficient number of Tier 1 sites. As you are aware in the Compliance Plan, the
selected engineer is required to participate in the development and monitoring of a revised plan.
Your request to extend the submission of the Revised Lead/Copper Site Plan to April 1, 2016, is
hereby granted.

e The City of Jackson must ensure functional treatment of water in the current system to maintain
a constant pH of at least 8.5 and alkalinity between 50 mg/I and 70 mg/I. Repairs or
modifications to the City of Jackson Water System to establish these values must be completed
as soon as feasible but no later than October 1, 2016.

Based on Water Quality Parameters taken on March 14, 2016, and submitted in response to this
compliance plan, it appears that water in the surface water system remains aggressive. Additional
efforts must be taken to optimize system water through increased pH and alkalinity levels. Itis
paramount that a plan to achieve optimization of water in the city must be submitted on or before
April 18, 2016, and include an aggressive time frame to address increases and stabilization of pH
and alkalinity in the system. The plan must include Water Quality Parameters taken at the top 25
lead level sites every thirty days beginning April 18, 2016, until such time as the parameters
consistently meet a constant pH of at least 8.5 and alkalinity between 50 mg/l and 70 mg/l. Water
Quality Parameter data must be reported to the Director of the Bureau of Public Water Supply
within three business days of collection. Failure to achieve improved consistent optimization by
April 22, 2016, may lead to violations of the Safe Drinking Water Act.
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e Must ensure that the Monthly Operational Report (MOR) is updated to include a daily average,
maximum, and minimum values for alkalinity, pH, and hardness for entry points.

Ongoing

e In coordination with the MSDH Bureau of Public Water Supply, will develop and implement a
special WQP sampling plan for distribution of water in the City of Jackson Water System.

Ongoing, the lead and copper site plan must be updated before this item can be completed.

e Must submit a written summary of activities related to all areas identified in this Compliance
Plan to the Director of the MSDH Bureau of Public Water Supply by the 15th of each month,
beginning March 15, 2016.

This written summary due March 15, 2016, has not been received by the Director of the Bureau of
Public Water Supply. Per your correspondence of February 19, 2016, you indicated that you would
provide the status and completion dates for actions required in the Compliance Plan and attach your
updated summary table along with any other required narrative. These items are delinquent and
must be submitted immediately on receipt of this letter.

If you have questions please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

winp

Jim Craig; Director
Office of Health Protection

cc Mayor Tony Yarber

pc: Leslie Royals, P.E., Director, Office of Environmental Health
William F. Moody, P.E. Director, Bureau of Public Water Supply

570 East Woodrow Wilson - Post Office Box 1700 - Jackson, MS 39215-1700
1-866-HLTHY4U www.HealthyMS.com

Equal Opportunity in Employment/Services



