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Attorney General Jim Hood Calls for Collaborative Effort in Continuing to Improve State
Mental Health Services
JACKSON— A lawsuit filed today by the U.S. Department of Justice against the state of
Mississippi provides the most meaningful opportunity yet for leaders to work together to
continue to improve the state’s mental health system, Attorney General Jim Hood said today.
The federal government alleges that the state has violated the Americans with Disabilities Act
by housing mentally ill individuals in institutions rather than community settings. The Department
of Justice has filed similar lawsuits in about a dozen states alleging violations of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision.
“This lawsuit is a clarion call to all of us in state leadership to consider how we care for the least
among us and how we can make it better,” Attorney General Hood said. “I see this litigation as a
challenge to our Legislature to find the resources we need to continue to expand mental health
services. This is a clear opportunity for our Legislature, mental health professionals, our faithbased community and all of us as Mississippians to come together to determine an effective
way to address issues related to our mental health delivery system for years to come. It’s our
obligation as Christians and people of faith to take care of those who are unable to take care of
themselves. It’s time for each of us to move forward to better fulfill that fundamental
responsibility.
“The state has made great progress in expanding community mental health programs, and we
will continue to push for expansion. We have come a long way, but further work remains to be
done.”
Attorney General Hood said his office has been negotiating with DOJ for several years in an
effort to avoid litigation, which is expected to be a considerable cost to the state at a time when
tax cuts have caused significant budget problems. However, the Attorney General refused to
accept the federal government’s demands for a court-ordered consent decree that would bind
the state to perpetual federal oversight.

Attorney General Hood had also hoped that good-faith efforts to address the state’s mental
health needs might allay the federal government’s concerns. Thus, the Attorney General has
encouraged lawmakers for years to allocate additional resources to the Department of Mental
Health. The Legislature did provide some extra funding in previous sessions, but this year
actually cut the Department’s budget by $8.3 million. Since 2008, the Department has been
forced to eliminate approximately 500 mental health beds, in addition to 34 beds in 2016
because of the Legislature’s budget cuts and its refusal to provide additional money for mental
health programs.
“Not only did the Department of Mental Health take a substantial budget hit, the Legislature did
not agree to a request for more than $12 million for community mental health programs,”
Attorney General Hood said. “That would have helped us continue our expansion of communitybased mental health services and kept us moving in the right direction, as we’ve consistently
been doing already.”
The Attorney General noted that Georgia has been involved in similar litigation with DOJ since
2010 and has already spent more than $200 million.
“Until this year, we have been effective in preventing a lawsuit and saving the state millions of
dollars in anticipated expenses and attorneys’ fees,” Attorney General Hood said.
“Unfortunately, the Legislature this year chose to put money toward big corporate tax cuts rather
than meet the needs of those among us who most need our assistance. We are now in the
undesirable position of fighting a lawsuit that will cost us even more. It’s time to act on behalf of
our mentally ill residents and invest in the care they deserve.”
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